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Over 1,000 bound Volumes of Comics & Boys' pape ·rs 
available. These include - Magnets , Gems, Union Jacks, 
Detective Weekly, Thriller, Marvel , Pilot , Champ ion, 
Wizard, Prairie Lib., Nelson Lee Library, Aly Sloper, 
Captains, Chums, B. 0 .A's, Young England, Popular, 
Diamond Library, Comic Home Journal, Aldines Half 
Holiday, . Buffalo Bi ll , D. Turpin, Tiny Tots, Modern Boy , 
Chicks Own, Tip Top, Kinema Comic, Comic Cuts , Larks , 
Chips, Butterfly, Firefly, Comic Life, Cheerful, Chuckles, 
Joker, Little Sparks , Merry & Bright, Wonde r, Funny 
Wonder, Jester, Favourite, Jingles, Tip Top, Modern 
Boy , Wizard , Lion and others . Pre -w ar and post-war . 
All in Volumes . 
Single issues of course in good/very good condition . Sub
standard copies ~ price . You name it~ 
Howard Baker Facsimiles . Besides the "450's" Magnet , 
Gem , Nelson Lees, Bullseyes comics , etc. Also available, 
the £10 & £12 Book Club specials , 
D. C . Thom son firsts. A fine volun1e in colour containing 
eight rare No , l's Rover, Wizard, Skipper , Adventure , 
Hotspur , Magic , Dandy & Beano, £6. 95 . 
So much to offer ~ A visit to Aladdin's Cave is 
recommended ~ Just giv e me a ring. 
All Best Wishes for 1979 . 

NORMAN SHAW 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON SEl 9 2HZ 

Te l. 01 771 9857 

Nearest station B . R. Crystal Palace 
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DAVID NIXON 

\Ve \vere saddened to l ea rn of the sudden death, not l ong before 
Chri stmas, of th e famous s tage a11d TV illu s ion i s t. Dav id Nixon. I kne, v 
hin1 well over s ix weeks, som e fifteen years ago, though it se ems like 
yes terd ay. 

He was the star of th e last of th e Bunter stage s how s, "Billy 
Bunter Meets Magic'', at the Shaftesb ury Theatre in London, a play 
which opened for a 4-week run on 23rd December, 1963. I had many a 
chat with him during rehearsals, and. of course, during the run of the 
show. He told me once that his favourite of all the old papers was the 
"Popular' ', and regretted that it was so many years since he had seen a 
copy . I took him a few copies and asked him to accept them , and be was 
deligh ted. 
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Th ough I s aw it so many times, I forget the story- l ine of "Bill y 
Bunter lV[eets Magic " . I see from the prog ra mme that Nixon played the 
part of a character nam ed Captain Hart ley- Wrig ht, and he made man y 
.appearances during the performance. In the second half , he had a 
lengthy s ol o spot , w he.n he presented a number of excel l ent illusions , 
duri ng whlo h I had t he pleasur e of pla ying th e piano accompaniment 

He was a lovable man, gentle and gentlemanly , and e~erybody 
seeme d fond of him , Cle arly his engagement m t he Bunte r show that 
year wa s in the hop e that a st ar of hls cahbre a popnla,:, TV per eonaliry, 
would help to bring 1.n the c r-owd I don 1l know whether JT was en11cc-aly 
u ccess f'ul ill 1ts purpose . 

He comman ded a large salary , and he stipulated a run of al 1 eac,;t 
four weeks, which 1s to o long f r rhe Chr 1st1-nas 1natmee seaso11. Th e 
Shaft es bu . .ry is a large thea tre, and we pla ed to packed houses du rw.g 
the first fortnight, But . once the schools had staned for the new tel"ID, 
the matin ee atten.dances fell away , as they wer e bound t o do, and even 
the pa ck ed Satu r day aft erl'loons coul d not compensate fully for t:he slack 
days at the end of the run . 

It. was, aL any rate, the la st of the Bunter stage shows . Ever 
incr easing costs were no doubt a fac tor in klli111g the goose that had la 1d 
golden eggs for a numb e r of Chr1s1..111ases It. was a pity , for the shows 
were good fun for the youngsters, as v,rell as for those 'with warm 
.memories , at Yuleti de . 

One likes to recaD that a star oi Nixon's quaht.y featured in the 
saga at the end . Th e Britis h theatre is tb e poorer for the passing of 
Davi d Nixon 

On e finaJ thought occ urs to me . I write thes e line s on a day when 
rail way services in t he sout h are chaot i c , du.e t o another unofficjal strike 
of some sort by railwa y wor ker s who seem intent in killing of£ ths goose 
whic h lays their gold en eggs . I used t o travel by tr ain every day betw-e~n 
Surbiton and the different theat res where I was pla ying for the Bunter 
s ho,vs . J shou ld be very sorry and worried if I had t o go dail y to a 
t hea tre by tr ain now , fifteen years further on. 

VOL . 33 

C. D . i s old - fa shio ned enough to be proud to carr y its serial 

• 

• 
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number at it s mast - head, betraying its age, every month. With this 
i ssue we start Volu.me 33 . In a way it is s tartling. 

This magaz ine bas already lived longer than the Magnet, the 
memory of which it has done so much, down 33 years, to keep alive . 
It is interesting to speculate how much the Magnet ·would have been 
1·ecalled now, in 1979, had G.D. not come over the horizon, way back 
in 1946. 

Very soon, C.D. will have lived longer than the Gem, Hamilton's 
longe st-running paper. T hat, indeed, is an intriguing thought. 

G. D. itself has changed but little down the years . It depends on 
and thrives on the affection and loyalt y of its readers. If anything, that 
affection 1nay be warmer now than it ha s ever been, if the tone of the 
letters l receive every year is anything to go by. In one of the first 
letters of 1978, Mr. T . Hopkinson wrote : "Keep the old mag going , no 
1na.tter \vhat~ I would hate to be without it " . 

And, thousands of letters later , at the end of 1978 , Mrs . Mary 
Cadogan wrote : 11C.D . gives us a little touch of Christmas, right through 
fron1 January to December every year '' , and Mr . Edward Murch said : 
''The C.D . seems to g·et better and bett er and better as tin1e goes on . " 

C. D. has al ways been gently but not wildly nostalgic. It has never 
been trendy - It has never advertised. If it ever had to do so, it would 
have had its day. 

Inevitabl y , the hobby bas changed a little in recent yea rs. Many 
of those whose memories went back to the v ery beginnings of the main 
papers have passed on, taking their n1en1ories ,-,,,ith them . Those who 
remain to ca,ry on have a responsibilit y to make sure that the lo ve ly old 
spiri t of it all is u:nspoiled. 

Today nostalgia is big business . Its harsh modernity constrasts 
with the real thi ng , A glut of anything undermines its va lue. So, a wee 
touch of nostalgia , as opposed to a storm of it, can be satisfying and 
dellghtful. 

But I'm wandering in the twilight from the wood fire . C . D. moves 
into 1979 - and Vol. 33. I wish all my readers the very be st of everything 
for 1979 . The last year of the Seventies. How they have sped by~ 

THE EDIT OR 
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Dann_y's Dian' 
JANUARY 1929 

I was expecting to see Sir Daniel Penlerick in the New Year 
Honours List - or, at least , Daniel Penlerick O.B. E . (Old Boiled Egg) -
but there is no New Year Honours List . Owing to the il lness of the King, 
it has al l had to be postponed. 

In the Modern Boy there is an interview with Jackie Coogan, who 
had been in this country. There is a picture of him with an oil-can, 
beside the Flying Scotsman engine. They say he is the highest paid boy 
in the world. Lucky him , I say - but Mum says, poor boy~ 

The opening story of King of the Islands is "Bully of the South 
Seas". The bully is Jabez Wild, but Ken King is more than a match for 
him. Next "The Last Chance" in which the bully sets a problem for Ken, 
but Koko, the fuzzy-haired bo 'sun takes a hand. Then "Tbe Sailorman's 
Secret". The sailorman i s Jim Daunt, escaping from his enemies, and 
bringing with him trouble and excitement and the secret of a hidden 
treasure . 

Final of the month is "Bars of Gold": 11In a cabin aft, there was 
a ske lton s ittin g at a tab le, with a rust y sword in hi s hand , and by his 
side a chest crammed with bars and bars of yellow gold. 11 Ken King 
hardly believes the story, but Dandy Peters, the rascally trade:r;, does. 
Great adventure tales. 

Also in Modern Boy there is a new series of motor-cycle racing 
stories by Alfred Edgar. The flying series about George Forson , by 
G . E. Rochester, has ended. 

There has been a railway smash at Ashchurch, near Tewkesbury, 
not very far from the scene of the Charfie ld disaster, and simi lar to it, 
in tha t a driver over-ran signals in fog . But there was no fire, and the 
t rain load was light . Four people were killed and a good many injured. 

The first s tory in the M,agnet this ye ar is "Under Bunter 's Thumb" . 
Bunter finds a l ette r which the prefect Loder bas written to a bookie, and 
our fat fr ie nd makes use of the hold he has over Loder. Rompin g fun. 

The next tal e, "Bunt er, the Big-Game Hunter" v,ras not by the rea l 
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Frank Richards , and that I s rare in th e Magnet these days, thank 
·goodness . Bunter i s made to believe that his uncle is taking him to 
Africa . 

But in the third week the Magne t blos somed out in even greater 
gl ory. The1·e ar e f re e gifts which consi st of three coloured tneta l motor 
car badges an d an al bum to keep them in. T he th r ee badges to start with 
are t he StandaT d , \Vith i ts U111on Ja ck u1otif; Th e Min er va, a Belgian 
oar, and anot h eT Br itish car , the Al vis. There 1s a new edi tori al page 
enn.tlerl "Con1 e 1n1n th e OfJi ce, Boys '." a new se ria1 "The Black Ha,vk'' 
by G £. Roches1 er, acicJ l.1 new se r1 es o f St. San1 ' s t.aJ es 1n the cen t re 
pages But 111osl in tpo rta nt of all, is a wonderful new Greyfr1ars series 
s 1iut1ng with "Fr on1 SC'hool 1u l-l0Jl~1\vood". Fn,hv's fa th er has a frnger 
Jn th t> filn 1 pie of Hol ly\voorl. Ile plar1s t-o take a group oJ Greylr1ars boys 
1 o flo1l ywuorl to make a public s1~hc,01 fiJ m. but rhe Head think s 1t 1s r o be 
an 1Jcluca11onal tr1..p, Bl1I Bun1 et • fl~1rls out 1 he secre t - so he ha ,s t o be 
1nclurJecl 1n che party . T he pn11;y 1:; a bit of a mi.,\ed bag , but Verno n
Sn111 hand Col(cr & Co a1 e necessary J' 1n sure to keep che fun and 
e i.:c1ten1 ent g r)lf tg 

'l' he second s tory 1n tlns 1nagrnhcent. n e w ser 1es i.s "Bou.nd for 
An1cJ'ica 1

' h's gorgeous - th e bes t ever 
B'vCI) bodv 1s t alkmg about th e enormous ::;uccess of the Engli s h 

cri cket , earn now out 1n Australia We have nev ~1 done so well. Our 
r;apta1n 1s ihe s ple nchd young c r1ckM:er , A. P F, Chapn1an , and t he 
young fast bowler , Larwood , is making the Auss i es sit up . But 
Austral i a a1 so has a pr1ze packet - a new young playe r nam ed Don 
Bradmai1 who hasn' t been long m first -class c ric ket . But 1t ' s England's 
I.our wit h a venge ance . and I hope ~ve ·win Lbc As hes. W e shal l soon k-110\v , 

T he ope ning story 1n t he Gem is "Under Susp1cion 11 in whic h 
lVIann ers 1s accused oi sLeali ng a posta l-order . The real cul prit was 
Cutts . Next ' 'Tal bot's Sacrifi ce ' ' ab out T albo t and Mar i e Rivers 1 and 
their pas t.. We ha ve been her e before . 

' 'Up Agai ns t It " br ing s st a rt ling n ews . A new scho ol fo r girl s, 
Spalding Hall , is opened near St . Jim' s - and Cous in Ethel goes there as 
a pupil . I suppos e it had to com e . . Finall y, ' 'Gus sy Lend s a Hand' ' in 
which Guss y befriends the porter, Tag gles. In the end , Taggles gets 
the sack, and starts his own barring - out . 
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One of the Schoo lboy's Own Libraries this month is "The Schoo l 
boy Ventriloquist", a lovel y and exciting tale in which Bunter is mistaken 
for Lord Maulev erer, and is kidnapped. It comes from the very early 

Magnet. 
At the pictures this month we have seen Clara Bow in "Re d J-Ia.ir"; 

Alan Hale and Robert Armstrong in 11Th e Leopard Lad y" which is a good 
mystery story of circus life; Betty Balfour and Syd Chaplin in "A Little 
Bit of Fluff"; Moore Marriott in 1rvictory 11

; John Bar rymore in 
"Tempest"; and Carol Brisson in a boxing film "The Ring 11

• 

Dad took Mum and me up to tbe Savoy Theatre in London to see 
a new play which has just started ; 11Journey' s End " by R. C . Sheriff . 
I didn't lik e it much . lt was all in a wartime dug - out near the front, and 
I found it dull. 

The Popula r has been ,vonderful again . "Ructions on the Samp son 
Ranchn was the opening Rio Kid story. The Kid has taken a job on the 
ranch . Sampson , the owner, is unable to pay a mortgage on his ranch , 
and Lawyer Fil es is about the foreclose. But the Kid pro vides the 
money, from his gol d- mining adventure, and so becomes a partner in 
the ranch . Next week in "Shanghaied" the Kid is carried away by the 
crew of the Pond Lily, and is given the rope's end by the brutal Captain 

Shack . 
Next ,veek in "Turning the Tables " the Kid succeeds in outwitting 

the brutes of the Pond Lily. In the final tale of the month "The Rio Kid ' s 
Revenge", the Kid t ak es Captain Shack away to the Sampson Ranch to 
make a cowboy of him. Poetic justice. 

Also running in the Popula r is the &. Frank's se rie s about the 
Boy From Bermondsey, Jack Mason. Just started is the St. Jim's series 
about Tom Merry being expelled and the school barring-out to support 
him. This was a Christmas series when it appeared in the Gem, so it's 
rummy that they don't start it till January in the Pop. 

The famous magazine , the Boys' Own Paper, is fifty years old 
this month. 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: S, 0. L. No . 91, "The Schoolboy Ventriloquist" contained a few 

chapters from a 1910 Magnet entitled "The Cliff House Gu est ' ' and the whole of another 

Magnet "[n .Borrow e d Plumes ' ' from th e e nd of 1913. Th e two parts did not re ally bl end too 

well, but, in i ts time , the secon d story was superb and must hav e d e light ed the boys of 1913, 
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later on, the theme became a bit hackneyed .. The second S, 0, L. of tbe month , No. 92, was 

"Th e Freak of St. Freda's", whic b had run in seri al fo:rm in the Popular. Though there were 

several tales about Posh er P, P06h (all serialised in the Popular) written by G . E. Rochester, 

he was a litt l e ou t of his el em ent wit h schoo l st ories . His work o f this c lass , always very near 

to fat'Ce, alway s remind ed me of the school ta les by Sidney Drew, .and I, personally , nev er 
liked them. ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * 

5LA J( IANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PA CKJVIA N 

By the time you read these vvords Xmas ,vi.ll be over and the New 
Yea r begun J hope everyo ne enj oyed Lhe Christmas Festivities . 

The artic le by Ray1no11d Cure is one of two that he se nt me all 
about Crystal Ba]]s, etc. T he second one \Vill appear nexi; mo nth as a 
cont.inuation on the then1e ] trust you will all enJOY this excursion into 
what one n)ight call the 'Occult 1 . Wottl d so n1e of you like to ler 1ne havG 
a 1Htle articl e on your opinion of these cootribunons to Blaluan a. 

IIOF BLUE BOWLS - CRYSTAL BALLS AND 
T HOSE THAT DEAL TlIER EIN ' 1 L.Jv Rayn 1ond Cure 

1 suppa-=:c , even to the end of n1y t.1me
1 

I sha ll always be 
a~t racted by r.he sight of a fortune - f elJ er si rring behind his or her crysta l 
ball. A s1ghl. often seen in Blackp ool dun ng the holiday season, and 
so1nct im es seen on the cove r s of var ious 1,ypes of magazines . 

You k.no,~· the t.ype of thing, there in the foregro und the Crysta l 
Ball, us ual ly on a spec..'ial stand and Jnu1ched behind it t he robed form of 
the soothsayer. Usua lly the ar tist adds a to uch of n1ysticism by pr oviding 
a li ght mist to envelope the sce ne. 1 have such a picture before me now. 
It is on the cover of Union Jack, No . 1112, dated 31st Januar y, 1925, 
ent itled "The Adventure of the Blue Bo,vl '' the initials E .R . P . beneath 
the illustrat ion. The Blue Bowl replaces the crysta l ball, the hunched 
f igure and the mystic mi st remaining true to form . More of this in a 
while. 

You will understand my 'yen ' for the Crystal Bal l when I t ell you 
that back in the 1920's and 30 's my mother was a well - known fortune 
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teller, going by the name of Madam Ellio tt . So we had a crystal ball , no 
mystic smoke mind , and so far as Ma and I was concerned we never saw 
anything in it . If we did it was only as to where our next meal was coming 
from. For a year or two Dad was a dying man and with no work for the 
healthy, he had no cha nce. I was around 11 years old when Ma took up 
crystal gazing at 6d . a time and our little famil y - Ma, Pa and I began to 
eat . Instead of soup and bread we saw rabbit on our plate and an 
occasional chicken . Even today when people ask what I think of fortune
te llin g, I always reply ''It can put a meal on a hungry man's plate" . Ma 
had no hand-outs in those days, from the Government or anywhere else 
(except the pawn-shop). However, enough of my histo ry ; I merely 
wanted to put my readers in the picture regarding my interest in the 
cryst al-gazin g cronies of which Prince Menes appears to be one. Not 
that he has a crystal ball on show. In its place and fully exposed to the 
keen Union Jack readers is the Blue Bowl , our soothsayer crouched over 
it in the prescribed manner. It appears that this chappie behind the 
steaming Blue Bowl is none other than Prince Menes. Now that smoke 
enshrouded Blue Bowl is really something, th e mystery man really had 
the goods there. None of your crystal gazing customers at 6d. a tim e . 
He could whip your senses away from you in a few minutes and for free 
with that thing . But t here he was , Prince Menes , supreme head of the 
Order of Ra , the Egyptian sect of which he is High Pries t. A mysterious 
organisation whose activities had just become 1mown in the West. 
Founded many thousands of years ago by a person of the same name -
Pr ince Menes , brother of Menetakhman, the ruling Pharaoh of the time. 
Our Pri nce Menes is a re-incarnation of the aforesaid Menes . So you 
will gather Ma was no match for him. 

Now if you were a beautiful damsel such as Miss Alysia Dennison 
or Mlle Yvonne and thi s chappie got you around his blue Bowl, you would 
vanis h - they did~ Blake's job ,vas to find them, he did~ Still , stick to 
the crystal ball folks, in all ma ' s years nothing like that happened. Well , 
here you have two tales of mystery and adventure and the Occult. By the 
way, I have not told you the real truth about the Blue Bowl. Sexton Blake 
and Tinker found out how dangerous it was - the hard way. Read all about 
it in U .J's 1112 and 1113. 
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CRO OKS IN LOV E by S. Gordo n Swan 

Sever a l of the criminals 111 the Sexton Blak e Saga had fem ale 
acco mpl 1ces , not ably George lVIa rs den Plu.mn1er and Dr . Hu.xton Rymer . 
However, as 1.he st ories in whi ch t hey appea re d ,ver e wr itten before the 
pern 1ias1ve age - perh aps fortunate ly these associ at ions se em ed to 
br purely ''busi ness" parlners ln p s , lea,ing· the reader t.o ass urue rhat a 
m o re 1nr Jma1 e re ] anonsh1p p 1 ev ru l ed . 

In 11'T·he Bov \Vhhour a 1\:Ien101 y' ' by Juh11 W Bobu1, pllbh shed ll J 

lDl<t wr t.nd P!Ln11111er work in g w11h Ka1hle en Fa11and, alias K 1 1.1.y lhe. 
Nl ui h. wh1J pl \de5 be1 seJJ 1Jll thl! I art 1 ha, she 1,-:, , he 0111 y won 1an t ha 
rn..t ·", ( r1 h1l11:il ha::i e •·1 wu1k,3ct \\1Th fin,,; 13 , athe 1 cont, ad1c1ed by a 
:'if ,, v froJn 1he <:ia,n e au hu1 i n 1'h,· I 010n Jac.k o J th e pre vio us yea r , in 

\\llJI t1 Plun1n1.:•1 ,,a"' a-;3or1a 1ed w11h an ad\euru re-;"' ra1le<.I Luc1Jle 
l\7c1 ..,11:'1 -=- Wl1e11 G 11 1 P.t-d I utJk , ,ve1 1 he char ac1 e1, Plumn1.et tound a 
Or\'\, pa1 J ne1 _._n V all ~la1 B \i ali n1.1T 1 D 111en 11un 1\lu11e1 Marl . 

8111 T>lunun r j ar1 nalli 111 lu\ r J :1 ano1 h ei n1an t:1 t han thesE: 

'1,11 ~ ,n~ I c.:10 , ecah \\ u 1n.,;1 ancc-.. w l!t:111 ht:. 111«c:11 c1 c.1 uok I uLLnd hi.ro~~l l 
, 11 , hi., t und111un ln , h.- l 1, .,, ca.::;e J ,nu ,1 1 ~, , un ,n en1<H y u1 a st 0 1. y J 
1,-,ad ,Lbuut .s1 '<l\ veals rtg'O lo , J d,; 1101 µ,;;::,-it-:,S a copy ,,I "1 he Man v.11h 
1hc C1ee n Eyel"i" 

I rc colle c1 tha1 PlUJ.11.o.1er wa d un a tiill lJ 1ha1 wa.s 1orpedo ed and 
rhci' he got a.-:;horP \\t1h an,J1her man wl1•) rhcJd PhLmn1P.r Juund iha1 ~he 
l,ir•i:ir ,\a':i wra,,ng .i la13e IJr.a1d dllrl ,\a~ ,-,1clen rly an 1n1µ1=1.son a11)1 

1 hf-< ,..r,n1JndJ l11ro.:;c:l1 11111k '1\tI The 1111p1..1sonc11.1u n and wen, Ji> England . 
'1 h, 1e he rn P1 a g1r I vvho::;e nam~ t:.S('ii fJP::i n1e but wllb whuin lte Jell 111 

IO\.... ln h,.,; p rc::ien, gin-;c· h1.0 cuul d nu r pu 1 3U•_ any 1.x,un ::ih1p •Jf hcJ , i-,u 

h,., asa un1~d anutl1er H.lenf.lt 1 Th e na1ne uf Le slie Fa.51 nc&s occui s to 
n1i=-111 thi s counec non Needless 10 s a v, lu s 1n1en11011s we1e 1hwa111:::Ll 
and he cl.id nu, 111ar ry t he girl, but esc aped fr om cus 1 ody at 1h e end . l 
1magine rha r thl.3 wa s the 1as1 Plu mmer dto 1y rha1 Norm an Goddard ever 
,vrote, U1deed, 1t m ay ha \.e been t he very las 1 3e ,1<1on Bla ke s 1ocy by h1m 
betore he was kil l ed in rhe Gre at Wa r . 

Pl umm er was aga in co fall 1n lo e, thi s i1m e witb an Am eric an 
gir l in V1r gin1a , in "T he Hooded Riders ' '. Rutb Cars tat r s would be 
owner of a cop p er u1in.e w hen s he ,vas twe nty one . At pr ese nt the min e 
wa s being manag ed by he r half -unc le , Reuben Burke . Plummer , who 
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had escaped from the custody of Sexton Blake and Detective-Inspector 
Martin in San F ranc isco and made his way to Arizona and thence to 
Vi rginia, came to work at the mine and fell in love with the gir l. He 
saved her from th e unwelcome attentions of the mine-manager's son and 
had a fight with the manager himself , who saw the criminal I s eyes turn 
green and , recognising him from a description in a newspaper , 
communicated with Sexton Blake . It transpired that the girl herself was 
in love with the owner of a neighbouring plantation, Worman Barrymore , 
so here we have a three-cornered situation . 

Oil was discovered in the mine and Plummer made a truce with 
Burke and his son, vowing he would get Norman Barrymor e remo ved 
from the scene . Burke seht a telegr am to Blake cancell in g his previou s 
message but Blake ignored it, smelling a rat . Meanwhile , Plumm er 
recruited some men to pose as Ku Klux Klansmen and kidnap Barrymore , 
who was rumoured to have negro blood. The plan was to m.arry Burke's 
son to Ruth , but Plumm er de cided to double -cros s his pa rt ners and 
marry her himself . He promised to save Barrymore 's life if Ruth would 
marry him - - Plummer -- and was on the verge of consummating his 
scheme when Blake and some genuine Klansmen arrived to upset his 
plans . Still , Plummer got away again to plot anoth er day . 

A character who may be reme mbered only by t hose who have read 
Blake stories published before 1920 was Kathleen Mai tl and , bette r known 
as Broadwa y Kate (probabl y based on the notorious Chicago May) . She 
was the widow of Ez ra Q. Mait land , an American crook who was shot in 
the Tower . In "The Case of the International Adventurer' ' she joined 
forces with Aubrey Dexter , a criminal who had fought in the war and 
been invalided out of the army. After stealing some gold and getting it 
away from England in a tramp steamer, Dexter was embarrassed by 
professions of love from Broadway Kate. He had no intention of getting 
further involved with her so , taking advatage of an outbreak of typhoid 
on the ship, he faked his death with the connivance of the rasca lly skipper. 
A coffin was carried ashore on a lonely island and Broadway Kate remained 
beside it while t he skipper went away , ostensibly to hurry up his men 
with tools to dig .a grave. The grieving woman suddenly realised he was 
a long time returning and discovered to her consternation that the ship's 
boat had left. and she was ma roon ed . With the aid of a screwdriver the 
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s kipper had convenient ly le ft she open ed the coff in and found some logs 
of wood wrapped in sacking in lie u of a cor pse . Also the re was an 
apologetic l etter from Dexter regi·etting his action , hoping that she 
would be pi cked up by a passing vessel and informing her that he would 
deposit a conside rabl e sum to her credit under another name in a London 
bank . Needle ss to say, Broadwa y Kate 1s lo ve speedil y turned to hate, 
but she was to have her revenge . The steam er \.vas caught in a storm 
and wre cked; Dexter, a survivor, managed to get ashore - - only to be 
s la bbed by Broadv,,ay I<ace and hi s body ·washed away. 

This was also t·he first story in ,vhich Glory Gale, the gir l 
reporter , appeared . She had fo ll ovred the crooks and vvas a prisoner 
aboard the steame r. De),,1:er released her from capt ivi ty and she ·was 
able to capture Broad\.vay Kate after the latter had stabb ed DeA'ter . She 
was able to hand !:he woman over to SeJ...'ton Blake and Dete cti ve- Inspector 
Martin , \Vho arrived in a yac ht belonging to one of Blake' s frie nds. So 
ended I{a thleen Maitland' s l ove affa i r ·wit h Aubrey Dexter. 

She faded out of the picture but Dext er was destined to survive 
until the nineteen - thirties . 1n lare r ye ars he , too, acquired a lady 
partner , Sonia Yosaff . 

... f * "' * * * * * ,4< * "' *' * * ~ t- * " * f- * I- ;.. * 'i' * !

WANTED · C . D . No, 382 (Oct. 1978), New Y ea r Gr eeti ngs to ~r 1c 1 our edito r , Ben , Roge i 

::ind hobby friends everywh er e. 
E, THOMSON , 6 Rn 'CH IE PLAC E, EDINBURGH , EH11 I DU. 

'N ANT ED TO PU RCHASE: Good pri c e pa id . Pin.k Boys ' Realms including the c ompl ete 

se rial s "Hal Read , the Running Man ", and / or "The Web of the Spider' ' , and / or "The Curse 

o f the Cnrzons " . Bound voh tme s preferred; must be in good c ondition. 

ROBERT W . STO RY , 34 ABERDEEN C RESCENT, BRAMAL.EA 

ONTARIO, CANADA, L6T 2P9. 

* * * * * * ~ * ~ * * * ~ * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR to Ye Edi tor and collectors everywhere, 

STUART WHITEHEAD, 12 'vVELLS RD . , FAKENHAM, NORFOLK. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ¥ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Latest l ssue of ' 'BILL'S AM USEMENT ALLEY" is a "Pink 'Un " "Ladies Number" crammed 

with articles and illustrations. Available at TSp pcstag e .and packing included from 

Bil.L WRIGHT, 49 LENNOX RD., GRAVESEND, KENT , DAll OEL, 
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Nelson Le,e Column 
SHERLO CK HOLMES an d NELSON LEE by C . H . Churchill 

I have just read a book written by Michae l Har rison entitled "In 
the F ootsteps of Sherlock Holmes" . It was published by Cassells 
original ly in 1958 with a second edition in 1959 . It reconstructs the 
background of lif e against which Holmes lived . I found it most absorbing 
and think that any Sherlock Holmes fans who have not yet read it should 
endeavour to remedy this as soon as possible. 

The interesting point I wish to make is this - on pag e 239 where 
the writer describes how Holmes often went to St . James' s Hall to atten d 
mus i cal concerts , I came across the follo·wing -

" - out I feel that Holmes , with his intense interest in 
al l types of bum anity > might as welI have att ended 11A 
Mons tre (sic) Musical and Dramatic Fete'' in St. James's 
Hall , as one of the more refined concerts. Sample: "New 
Comi c Di tty" (first time) Glycerina (Words by Nelson 
Lee , Esq ., the younger . ) 

The writer then put an asterisk and on the bottom of the page 
gave the explanation for the as terisk. It says -

*It is curious but "Nelson Lee" w•as the name of a 
fictional detective whose adventures - at ld . or 2d . 
a week - delighted schoolboys of many generations . 

So , apparen t ly, the autho r , Micha el Harrison, knew of the Nelson 
Lee Librar y and one might assume read it as a boy . 

Just as a matter of interest , the St. Jatnes's Hall and Restaurant 
mentioned opened in 1858 and cost £60,000. It extended from Piccadilly 
to Regent Street Quadrant, entrance to the building being had from both 
streets . It ,vas demolished in 1905 and the Pi cc adilly Hotel now stands 
on its s ite . 

This is just a samp le of the information contained in th is 
excellen t book . Also inc luded are many photographs of different parts 
of London , taken r ound the turn of the century, the t ime when Holmes 
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and Watson we re dashing about in Hansom cab s and "the game was afoot". 

THE OTHER DETECTIVE by S. Gordon Swan 

Many admirable articles bave been written about G . I-I. Teed by 
Jo si e Packman , Christopher Lowder and others, but these were main ly 
devoted to his work in The Sexton Blake Saga. Little has been said about 
his stor ies in The Nelson Lee Librar y -- at l east , in recent yea.rs -
except for an article by Reube n Godsave in tb.e C.D. Annual for 1961 , 
whi.ch dealt with part of the 3-story series abou t the Crystal !Jrn of 
Atlantis 

Various authors contributed to the first twenty nu1ubers of the 
N. L. L ., ·reed and Brooks an1ong lh e1n ; then these two ran t he paper 
between them until St . Franks took over , with the exception oI two 
iso la ted stor ie s by A. S . Har dy and IVIa,"'<\\,eil Scott. All in all. Teed 
contr ib1.:1ted t hirt y yarns , scnne of them ol a highl y ilnaginative nature 
and so n1e n1ysti cal in the vein of tbe four or1gina1 Prince Jvienes stories 
whic·h appeare d in The Union Jack . 

I remen1ber buying ~o. 1 of th e . L. L -- J \Vas alwa ys keen on 
Numbe, Ones and Doubl e Nu1nbcrs ot diff e rent period icals -- Lhen l 
neg lec i~d tlus new librar y until l saw o 26 1n a new s agents and was at 
once altracl.ed by the design on the cover . The title vvas "The Cry si.al 
Urn'' and the tale deal! ,.vith a sacred vase dating- back to the days of t he 
legendary contin ent of ALlant.is T he Lid oI this urn \,\ras found in Yucatan 
\vhile the Llrn itself son1ebow --found its way into the possess3o n of the late 
Lucrezia Borgia. I writ.e Irom n1emory as I h.ave no copies of this ser ie s. 
T his di scovery suggested a link ber.ween the two continents. 

The theory of Atlantis has a lways fasci nated m e and I believe 
that it once existed -- or, at any rate, that an advanced civilisation 
existed before recorded histor y . I have personal reasons for this belief , 
having ,vitnessed demonstrations of the kind that 111Jenes conducted when 
he hypnotised the priestess Zanona and led her back into the past to trace 
various incarnations of tbe treacherou s p1iests who betrayed him 
centuries before. 

To return to the N . L. L . Mademoise ll e Miton (The Black Wolf) 
intruded into this se ri es of s tories . She was an adventuress who had 
encountered Nelson Lee before . There was no romance as in the case 
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of Blak e an d Yvonne, but there was more than a hint that she had a yen 
for Lee, to employ the modern idiom. In this instance she owed her life 
to Nelson Lee when he rescued her from the priests of Wady Pera in the 
Atlas Mountains. These priests had come to reco ve r the urn from alien 
hands. 

G . H . T·eed wrote another 3-story series with an occu lt f la vour , 
dealing with The Genghis , The My stery Man of Lhasa . This sinister 
character was equipped with dangerous powers and threatened dire 
destruction to the West until his plans were circumvented by Lee and 
Nipper . 

Three other stories by Teed were among my favouri tes. One 
was "The Clue of t he Raincoat" , whi ch fea t ured Dr . Mortimer Cran e , a 
character somewhat in the Huxt on Rymer mould. This episode took place 
in New York and ,environs and Teed' s descriptions of the locale showed 
an intimate acquaintance with the environment. Another classic st ory 
was "The Broken Vase" which in corporated an ingenious method of 
murder . The murderer presented the vase to his intended victim, 
knowing it contained a deadly poison gas, then play ed a violin outside the 
victim's house until he struck the note which shattered the vase by sound 
vibration and disseminated the poison fumes. 

The third tale was "The Great Air Myst ery ", in which Nelson 
Lee, as an aviator , was abducted and taken to a secret city in North 
Africa . Thi s was part of a plot by an individual who desired to start a 
new civilisation and conceived the idea off ounding a race by kidnapping 
airmen whom he deemed the type necessary to bis scheme, being 
adventurous , daring and courageous. Several girls were also abducted 
as essential adjuncts to his fantastic ideals. Needless to say, he was 
thwar ted by Lee and Nipper. 

G . H. Teed was in great form in these Nelson Le e tales and 
seemed more imaginative th an in his Blake stories of the same period, 
save for the excellent Menes yarns . Elsewhere I have written of the five 
Nelson Lee - Teed serials which appeared in The Prairie Library (three 
of which introduced Haxton Rymer , two of th em in col labora tien with The 
Black Wolf ) and were, no doubt, originally intended for the Nelson Lee 
Library. 

The Crystal Urn stor ies N.L . L . Old Series 26, 30, 31 . 
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The Genghis ser ie s N. L. L . Old Series 36, 40, 46 . 
T he Clue of the Rainc oat 
The Broken Vase 

II II 71 . 
II II 83 • 

The Great Air Mystery II II 86. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
PRJNT ERS ' ABJECT APOLOGIES - OMITTED FROM THE 1978 

C.D . ANNUAL 

Seasonal Gr eetings to all r eader~ of tb.e C, D. everyw here , Best Wishes to all my c orrespondents 
and hobby friends , especi a ll y at Northero 0 , B. B. C . and Miss M. Harlow , Rosema ry Keogh, 
John l<irkha m , Ma uri c e Ha ll , Bert Holm es , Lauri e Young , Norm a n Shaw , our Edito r , John 
Roby ns, Nie Cay le , In Aust ra li a , Jo hn Barthol ome w ; in New Zeal and , Mabel Mc Kay; in the 
U . S. A., Jim Iraldi . ESPECIA LLY WANTED : Mag n et s 1343 , 1402 and 1403 and m any numbers 
below 1322 - in good c ondit io n , suitable for bin ding , Various Hamiltonia for sal e Ol' exc hange, 

D , SW.IFT, 22 WOOD NOOK CLOSE, LEEDS , LS16 6PQ. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * 
When yo ur X.mas st ockin g 's mildewed -
Gone limp where presents spilled -
Don ' t pine: On Xmas Eve j ust sti ck 
Lt up a.nd g et it fill ed . JOHN BURSLEM 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ¥ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : Orig ina l Drawi ngs by Chap ma n and Ma cdo nal d, Howard Baker Magnets , Vols . 18, 

21 , 22 1 23 1 29 , 38 , 39 J Greyfrl a:rs Book Club Editions , Nwn be l'S 1, 2) 3, 4; B. B's BatTing Out , 
Bunter Out of Bounds (with DJ 's). 

JAM.ES GALL, 49 ANDERSO N A VE. 1 ABERDEEN. Te l. 491716, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Wa rm.est Seasonal Greetings to our esteemed Editor , bless him ; to Tom and all Midland Club 

friend s; Unc le Ben and all t he London Club; to Cy ril Rowe , Albert Watkins , New Zealand 
and espe c ially to H enry Webb and fami ly . 

ST AN KNIGHT , CHELT ENHAM, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Wilson is. alive and well and may play for Scot land in th_e next Wodd Cup . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
JOHN 'BARTHOLOMEW , 77 EDDINGTO N ST . , NORTH ROCJffiAMP T ON, QUEENSLAND 

4701, AUSTRALIA , sends gre etings all hobb y friends in Australia and England , for Christm as 
and best in 1979 . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Feli c itations everyon e , especially Josie, Bob, Stan, Bertie, FOR SALE: Friends, Rea lms , 
Chuckles , Lees. s. a. e. list. ROWE, LINDENS 

HORSFORD, NORWICH , NR 10 3AN. 
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FOR SALE: Mint Modem l3oys bound in half ye.irs 1 1928 to 1931; many illustrate-d Hamilton 

stories; £.30 eac h volun1e plus postage . Ring MA lJRICE HALL, Walton-on-Thames 24848, 

Christmas GTeetings to ALL Collectors, especially Eric Fayn e our ha rd-wo rking Editor . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * ~ * ~ * ~ ~ * * * * ~ * * * 
OUR CLASSIC SERIAL . We bring you a new '1classic" serial , well ove r se venty y eal'S old, 
when Jack Blake was the king ;!mo n g sch oolboy chara c ters and Tom Merry ,rnd Harry Wharton 
we re still waiting in the w ings . 

THE MISADVENTURE S OF NIARMADUKE 

Jac k Blake sat on the t.abl e in 

St udy No. 6 in the School Hous e at SL, 

Jim's , with a thoughtful ex pr ess ion on his 

fa ce. Berr ies sat on the wi ndow- si ll, his 

hands in his trouse r.; pocket s, staring a t 

him, 

"The quest ion is , 1' Blak e remarked 

reflectively, "w hat are we going to do 

w ith the tdternoon ? T he ground 's not fit 

for pr ac tice . Figgins & Co. have gone off 

some wb el'e, so we can 't ger up :.i row with 

t he )r e w 1-fo use fell ows . Wb.Ll ;)re we go ing 

to do, Hertles ? " 

"Don ' t know, ' saul Hi:rri es, 

Blake drummed w1th his he els on 

th e-legs o! th e table. 

''Ther e 's poor old .t1• rrhur Augu sLus 

still in th e sa n,1to l'ium . with rhe cold he 

ca ugh t in that beastly c:i.stle , " he said 

"and Dig ' s go ne off to se e a sick re lat ion, 

T don' t l<now why his r elations want to 

[all sick on a half -h oliday . Ha ll o, 

l<ilda i-e! ' 1 

Kildare, ca pt .:in of St, Jim 's, 

put his head in at the door. 

"T see you're not busy," he 

remarked. "Will you do me a favour"?" 

"Rather! " said Blake promptly. 

"A million, if you lik e . 11 

"One will be enou gh, 11 laug hed 

Kildare . ''l want yc;>u to go down to th e 
railway-station at" Rylcombe, and rneet 

a new boy wh o is co ming to St , Jim 1s. 

W ill you go?" 

"Like a bird!" 
11Th e tr:i.in will be in at three. 

Th e Head a sked m e to send som eone , as 

th e rte,.,. kid is co min g into our ho use . 

You youngs ters co uld meet him all tig ht , 

and bri ng him up to the sc hoo l, " 

"Wha t ' s rh e new c h:ip 's name 7'' 

"Smythe - wlar maduke Srnyt b.e. 11 

''W lwt a stunnin g nam,ei And he 's 
coming into the Sc. hool House?" 

"Ye s, and I expec t he 'll b e p ul 

into I.his stu dy at lirst - a t l eas t , I.ill 

D A 1-c:y:;; "' ell . Some of (he stu clieS a r e 

b eing p ap er ed now, an d ther e 's nowhe r e 

else to put him at p r ese nt , Now I you ' d 

b ener c_ut off , as it ' s a l ong wal k to 

Rylcomb e. Yoll' ll see to him a ll Tight , 

Blake ' I cao. trust yo1,1?11 

"You c a n re ly o n m e , 11 sa1el Bla ke . 

"Now , Herr ies , th e sooner we bu1.2. off the 

b e-tter. " 

He slid off t h e tabl e, Th e c aptain 

o f St. Jim's was loo kin g at him rather 

dubiously-. He kn ew Blak e of old . 

"Mind, no larks , Blak e, 11 he said . 

"You're to brin,g the new boy straight to 

the school. '1 

"Hoo.our bright! " said Blake. 
Kildare was satisfied. With a nod , 

b e left th e study . 



"Seems sorter uneasy in his mind, 

do esn't be ?" Blake re marked. "Just as ii 

we wo~d pl ay any giddy games - solemn 

chaps like us. Come on, H err ies. I 

wonder what the new chap will be llke. lf 

he's anything like bis name, be must be a 

ripper." 
The juniors took their caps and 

sallied out, It was a good walk to the 

village , so th ey se t off at a good pace . 

"Lots of tilne , 11 Blake remarked , 

glan c ing up at the clock as they entered 

the railway - stati on. "Let 1s go on the 

platform , and wait for the train to com e in . " 

The train was late, as it usually 

was at Rylcombe , but it came puffing in 

at la st , Blake and He1Ti.es watched the 

passengen a li ghting . They were curio us 
to see the n ew boy who was to share their 

study for an und efin ed period. 

Hal£ a dozen persons alighted from 

the t1-ain. Most of them were c ountry 

people , and onl y on e was youthful , so this 

must be the new boy for St. Jim 's. They 

were not c harmed with the stra nger. 

He was a lan1<y and ung ainly youth, 

very expensively dresse d , with a thick gold 

watch-c hain and diamond studs . His face 

was pasty, and there wa.s an expression of 

lofty haughtiness upon it which showed that 

Marmaduke Smythe 1s opinion of hi m self 

and of his own iroporta ·nc e was an 

exceedingly good on e. 
"Port .er - porte r!" His voic e was 

not musical, a:i;id he was evidently accust ome d 

to sp eaking in the imperative mood . 

"F ellow , where are yo u ?" 

Blake and Hen-ies look ed at each 

othe r. 
"And tb.at 1s coming into our study 1 

11 

ml.D'mured H erries. 
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11f'll ta~e hlm som .ewhere and lose 

him 1 " said Blake wildly. 

"Can't be did! Remember, you 

promis ed Kildare . 11 

BlaJ<e walked up to th e stranger. 

The latter was looking anne>yed . He 

stared at Blake , 

"Ha llo !'' said Blake. "Marmaduke 

Smythe , I suppose?" 

"That is my name , 11 said the youth. 

"My n.a me is Blake. I belong to 

the School House at St. Jim 1s. Kildare 

a sked m e to meet y ou. 11 

"Oh ? And who is Kildar e ?" 

"Captain of the scho ol." 

"Oh ! 1 don 1t know much about 

p ublic sch ool s. I have been educated by 

a tutor , 11 said the new boy loftily. 111 

should have thought that Dr . Holm es 

woul d have sent a carriag e - 011, at least, 

a trap - for me. This is very negligent 

of him , and I shall speak plainly on the 

subject wh en I reach the sc hool . " 
Elake sta red at Herries. He l'l'ies 

leaned a ga inst an automatic machine and 

gasped. 
''Mad as a hatter ! 11 murmured Blake . 

"Are you alluding to me?'' asked 

Smythe , frown ing. "I warn you th at I 

require none of y our irnpertin enc~, Hake, 

or Shake, or whatever your name is . Ah , 

here is the porter at last, How dare you 

keep m e waiting like thi.s?" 

The porter grinned. 

"Beg your pardon, sir, 11 he said . 
11 l dido 1t know it was a blooming h emp eror 

who wa s calling me . If I'd known it was 

Ts ar who wanted me -- 11 

"Don' t be insolent . l intended to 

give you a shilling, but now I sha.11 giv e 
you nothing . You may not be aware whom 
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I am . I a m Marmad uk e Smyth e, a nd my 

fatheT is Smythe, th e mil li onai r e . l am 

acc u&tom ed to bei ng_ tre ated wit h respe c t. 

Cha k e , or Bla k e 1 or whatev e r you are, 

you say you were sen t to me et m e? Very 

goo d. You can help the porter place my 

t runks on s<nne vehicle, " 

And t he new boy walked haughtil y 

a.way. 
"1 1111 dream ing !" said Blake feeb ly. 

"Tt ca n 't b e real. Where's he g etti ng to 

now? Co m e on . I've pro m i sed Kil dare 

to , ta ke the th in g to St. )iin 's, and I 'll do 

it or di e· i n the a ttempt ," 

Th e chum s h1ll'!'i ed out o( the 

sta tion a!ter Marmaduke . H e stood 

o utside , surveying t he shabby o ld st atio n 

hack, wi.tb a disapprov i ng ex p ressi on on 

his face, 

"Really , t his is mo st inconsiderate 

of D r. Ho lmes.' 11 he e., claimed . "I 

ct ln not rid e in that absur d and ant iq u.ite d 

veblc le . Bla ke , here's half-a - crown !or 

yo u. Go and find me a c ab . 11 

Bla 'ke Joc k ed at t he hall - crown 

ex t ended towar ds h i1n, and then at 

M arL'lad uke. 

"Do you hear me?" said Smythe 

irrn ably . 

"1 hear you ," said Blak e . 11! won 1t 

sa y wb n t I t biuk of you, lv!arrnaduJ <e, 

b eca use it would take t oo lon g, and I 

should have to use shocki ng language. 

Get into that hack." 

"l shall do n othing of the kind , 11 

' 'Get into that bac k ! 11 

"How dare you address me i n tha t 

mann er ? You are insolent . 1 ha v e half a 

nl'ind to chastis e you . ' 1 

" l don 't beli eve you hav e halI a 

m .ind, " said Blake. "I doo 1t wa nt to hurt 

you. l suppose you'v e been in the habit of 

bossi ng pe ople about at home in Shore ditch - - 11 

"P ellow, my fa.the .r' s mans io n is in 

Park Lan e. " 

"Pett icoat Lane would be n ea rer 

y o ur mark, I shou l d th.ink. I suppose yo1t 1re 

rolli ng in mone y , and it 1s go t into your 

h eaa. For yo ur own sak e , l warn you that 

that soi:t of thing won 't go dow n at St. 
J im's . I 've prom i sed our c apta in to take 

you to th e. school. l 1d rather dro p you in 

c1 dit c h. Get into th at hack , " 

"I r efuse.! 11 

Marmaduk e was 1nl er rupted , Bla k e 

seh ed Marmaduke by th e should ers , a n d 

swung him ro und. 

"Ope n the door, H eITies . " 

The g-rinn i ng Herr ies ope n ed the 

doo r of t h e hack. Ma rmaduke was 

str uggli ng wi l dl y , bu t he wa s as a child in 

the hand s of th e ch a m pi on junio r a lh le te 

of St. Jim 's . Blake. s ent !urn in to th e 

desp is ed ve liicle like a bull et fro:ro a gun 1 

an d Manna duke went dow11 ou b is kn e es 

t h ere. 

"Come on, H erri es . Port er , shove 

th a t trunk on. " 

Ma rmaduk e scta111ble d to hls feet . 

H e t urned on Blak e like a wil d cat and 

c la we d at h im , Blake got a scra tc h al ong 

the cbe e.k th r! t drew blood, and he gave a 

sta rtl ed y ell. 

"T bat c ha p 's dangerous ! Sit on 
him ! II 

Down went Marmaduke a gai n. 

Blak e pu t bis fe et on th e p rostrate youth's 

chest, pinni ng him down. 

" Shove your trotters on hjm, 

H erri es. H e 's going to stay th ere till we 

get to t he sc hool , " said Bla ke. "That w ill 

b e a little lesson in respectfnlness to young 



gentlemen like us. " 

"Let me get up, 11 roared Marmaduke. 

'
1Not just y et , ducky. I'm afraid 

you ' ll get a clump from my boot if you 

move . Th ere , I told you so. " 

M;irmaduke , rumpled and dusty 

and ful'io us1 lay still. The hac k rolle d away 

tow ards St. Jiln 1s. The porter grinned after 

i t , a nd th e drive r was c hu ckling on the box , 

Blak e 's anger never lasted long , 

and i n a few minutes he a llo wed 

Marm aduke to rise a nd sit down , The heir 

of milli o ns lo oked far fr om grateful for 

th is concessi on. H e sc owled Hke a demon. 

"Fee l better no w? " asked Blake 

sy1np.1theti c a lly . 11Ifyou stay at St, Jim 1s 

long , we shall soon c ure you o f being suc h 

a howling . snob. You ought to feel gratef ul . 

You don ' t lo ok it , tho ugh . " 

Blake entered into conversation with 

Ber ries , and the hack was passing along the 

la ne bordering the ca stle woo<l, when 

Manna duke suddenly tor e the door open 

and leaped out. 

The vehi c le was not going qui ckly, 

but Mar:rnaduke was c lumsy I and he fel l , 

He went with a splash into a de ep puddle, 

He gave a yell 1 and sc rambled up , 
smothered with mud from head to foot. 

11 Stop ! 11 shouted Blake, 

He leaped from the hack. His 

word was at stake. He had promised 

Kildare to bring th e new boy straight to 

St. Jim' s and it had to be done somehow. 

Marmaduke , with a howl of defiance, 

bolted into the footpath through tbe wood. 

He did not know that this was a short cut to 

St. Jim' s, 

Blake sprinted after the flying 

Marmaduke , with Berri es at his heels. 

The dr ive11 of the hack c huckled hoarsely, 
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and drove on, Marmaduke was almost 

through the wood when Blake's outstretched 

hand dropped on his shoulder from behind. 

"Got you] 11 gasped Blake. 

But he had not quite got him. 

Marmaduke put on a sprint and broke away , 

and ran into the road, Here the school 

was in sight , Marmaduke dashed across 

the road and tried to leap the ditch on t:he 

other side. At the same moment , Blake 

c lutched his jack et . 

The result was that Marmaduke 

p itched bead foremost into the ditch, whi c h 

was a deep one , and Blake, jerked forwa.rd 

by his fall followed him in. Herrles haJted 
a nd stared a t them in di.$may . Blake's 

head came out of the flowing, muddy ditch . 

He still had hold of Marmaduke , who was 

struggling wildly . 
"Lend a hand! 11 ·roared Blake, 

Henies lent a hand 1 a nd d.ragged 

Blake out , and between them they landed 

Marmaduke, gasping like a newly - caught 
fish. 

''W ell, this is a go!" said Herries, 
All the fight was taken out of 

Ma.rmaduke. He was soaked to the skin , 

c aked with mud , and ornamented with 

festoons of green slime . Blake was not i n 

mu c h better condition; but he was 

triuropba nt. He took a t ight grip on the 
new boy 's arm, 

"Take his other ar.m, H etti es, 11 

" If you 'll excuse me, Blake, I'd 

rather not, He's a bit too whlffy for me 
to touch , after that ditch. 11 

"Oh., all right! I think KUdare 

will be pleased, We 1d better take the 
thing to his study , l suppose,.., 

Hemes chuckled. 

"He won 't be pleased if you do. 
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Better shove hlm under a pump or some 
thin g first, and yourself, too , old c ha p. 11 

"Stuff, five got to Teport to 

Kild are , and be oug h! to know what I 've 

been through for t he sake of k e eping my 

wo rd •. 11 

And l3lal<e m;u c l-.ed the sullen and 

furio us, but now subdu ed Marn1 a duke up 

to the sch ool ga t es , and st ill with an iron 

grip o n him , marched him in. 

(Co m e bat-k to ea r ly in th e C e nt ury 

ag ain n ext m onth for anothe r 

instalmen t of this Old , Old 

Story,) 

• 

WJIO WAS JOJTN F I 1 E1VIORE ? by 'vV O G L oh s 

ln 111y sc hool days, and bearing- so..1 rnut·h abou r rh<j c Ja!'ls1cal -s('houl 
story 'r on1 Brown 's Schoo) days . l burro\.\ eel a copv f r·om the Pt, bl 1 (' 

L 1 bra r y Ahe r srruggling t b1 ()Ugh -se;,, e.ral chaot ere, J f111all v ga- e rtp, 
, he prose and dia logue be,ng 100 hea,, for my \ou 1hfu l rastr:-s O s 
appo1n r.ed . l yeturned rhe vo lun 1e '\ext lt' 11 on t he s heh,0.s ",as a ::;pr1<::s 

uJ tlO\IPl s dPaling v.•1th 'l'edcl v Lcs 1 ,~J's Schuul rlaj ~ Burt 1,1w1ng St'\/r-' l aJ of 
th ese, T Jouncl 1bc· tal es of SJ;1pron Sd 100J n1ucb !Jgh r e 1 10 read ,n1d 10 111\' 

1as1.f' Wir:11111 a shur1 11n1e J had tJ01 ruwt>d a11d 1Pad aJ J 1hc ::;1, T eddv 
L es1e1 nr ,ve ls Thr • au1l101 was ot cou1sc fnlin F'1nn~1n l11·c who a l "o 

wa s 111 1ny 1.,p1n1,>n a -.emJ cl a;:;s1cal huys' ..i.u1hu1 , \\ host.: buok ::> "'''rl i n 
pru babJ y hund1E-ds of 1hnu_sa11cls ,11 dnz~ns rJl ed111onc; But wha: 1s ri=,aJIJ' 
Lcruarl<abi e about aJJ 1h1-; 1s ·ha1 J i->sp11e •he: cnorn101,4 1P,:.;eai- r.h 11110 

b1og1aph1ca 1 detaJ1s abou, boys ' ,ht11lo1s rhar ha \c been publ.lal!ocJ th e last 
1went_y- t1\'e vea1 s n ot jllC 30HtaJ'\ sc J ap nJ persona] dala s Known abou L 

,Toh11 T1'inncn 1or0 uY al least when hr:: <11e<.l 11 ,vas Dr ,Jack Dou pc 111 
r01.1ren, cnt Jll 1..hc Ca11ar\ l ::il andt> wh,J J 11 s1 clrew mv a11 ention 1n t hi, ... 
,la<'k goes even Ju r1 l1t-1 an d make a ve r:- st t uag e ase rba1 John F1nn en1.o r e 
wa s r P.all y 'J oseph F'inn emore R I . ' 1 he i a1not1s paint e1· and a w1..1ter of 
boys ' tales rn a m1nor way His LheuJ'y is ba sP-d n1ain l y on a lar ge pictu re 
oI Jo h n F LDJ1emore rh a1 ap pea re d in B .0 . P . Vol 41 (191 9) when 
biugr. aph ical de t ails s uch as born m Bi r n1iug ba m 1 60, etC'., mat ch those 
e x:act.ly of J osep h l hai ar e to be foun d in any Who 's Who . 

Jnvesti gation by m y seli s ho\.vs I.hat John and J ose ph both sta rr.ed 
a:round 1 89 1n boys' lite:ratuc e . John ' s la st book that was original wa s 
in 1939 t.he very ye a r that Jos eph di ed , the las t nan1ed ha ving t h.ree 
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spinster daughters - one being Hilda who was also a writer for the B. 0 . P . 
Hilda could not have been John as she was only a small gir l when his 
stories started. The possibility that 1.John' could have been the brother 
of Joseph can also be ruled out as the latter only had one br other named 
Willia m, who was not a writer . During his lon g career that spanned forty 
ye ars , John Finnemore had two mam publishers. W. & R . Chambers 
who published the Tedd y Lester books and A . & C. Black. Both have 
been contacted, and unfortuna te ly cannot help much as their old records 
have long been destroyed . The la tte r publisher is of the str ong opinion 
t hat J ohn Finnemore was the rea l name of the writer - which deepens 
the mystery . Brian Doyle in his Authors Who's Who st ates that both 
authors were different people , whilst in Men Behind Boys Fic ti on, we 
have a second initial 'E 1 after bis name , that I believe came from s0me 
A. P . official record some years ago . Most of John Finnemo re ' s stories 
were serialised in the early Boys ' Realm , and I'm hoping to consult 
these records early in the New Year. This fascinating myster y reminds 
m.e strongly of the Druce / Duke of Portand mystery where two London 
personalities and both eccentrics were identical in appearance and still 
thought to be one and the same person . If John Finnemo re was not 
Jose ph Finnemore the famous artist whose works are in the Queens 
Collection , why is nothing known abou t John Finnemore, a splendid 
writer fot ' boys? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
BIOG.RAPHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No . 58 . TILL THE CLOUDS ROLL BY 

We opened the new term with a 

glorious film in superb technicolor -

glorious to anyone who loves anima1s like 

most of us do. This came from M. G.M . 

and was 11Son of lassi e ", with Donald 

Crisp , Elim.beth Taylor and Roddy 

McD owall in support of th e cani ne star . 

A big supporting programme included a 
Tom & Jel"ry co loured cartoon "Prof essor 

Tom". 

Next , a dou ble - feature programme, 

and a good one. From Warner Bros. came 

Rosalind Russell in "Ro ughly Speaking" 

plus, from M. G, M. , Abbott and Ccstello 

in Hollywood, A colout'ed cartoon was 

"Henpecked Hoboes" , 

Th en a big techni color revue from 

M . G, M.: Fred Astaire, Gene Kelly .and 

Judy Garland in "The Ziegfeld Follies". 

In the sam e bill was a Bugs Bunny colour 

cartoon ''Th e Hare - Brained Hypnotist", 

Next, from M. G. M.: Wallace 
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Beery and Margar et O 'Brien in "Bad 

Bascomb". Th e support in g show includ ed 

a coloured Traveltalk "land of the Mayas" 

a nd a c olo1.1red carto on "Flop G oes the. 

Weasel" . One of the lovely potted 

musicals was "Plantation Melodies" . 1 

wish l could hea r th em now. 
The following week brough t , from 

M, G. M . , Lionel Bar::ymore in "On 
Borrowe d Time.". A Bugs B,mny colour 

ca rtoon was "Super Rabbit" ... Trave lta l k 

W;:tS "M odern Gu a tel'T\31:t City" , "P laying 

by Ea.r" was a Pete Smith 1 and a_ lot more . 

Next , from l'v{. G M., cam e Ka thry n 

G1'ay son in " Twa Sist ~rs ftom Boston", and 

a c olou re<l c al'toon was 111 Love to Tak e 

Order s' '. 
Nex t came another double-feature 

progt, L mn,c : from 'vVarner's Helmut D:1ntine 

(who ever h e was - or she7 } in "!:scape in 

the Desert " plus, from M. C . M. 1 WiDlam 

Powell a nd Esther Wi!lfa ms iD "The 

IIoodlti 1n S~i nc". (In th;;torclerthey featu re 

ln my prog ramme. sheet bu t I think th.1l we 

p1,obably played HooJlmn Sa int JS first 

fea rw e. I see it was 8223 ft, in len~th , 

while ".Esc.ape fr om the Desert " wa s 7SOQ ft. 

Bot h filn1s q Ltite long . 
Next week, frov1 lvf. G J\'f, , lvljc..key 

Roo ney and Judy Garland In " I ove l.;iu~hs 

at A ndy 1:-lardy" , plus the usu~l varied 

progr-a.m.me with ' 'The Mission Trail" 1 a 

colo ured Traveltalk, "Th e Di;.1.mond Demon " , 

a Pete Smith , ''Californian Jun ior 

Symphony'', a potted musical, and a 

c oloure-d cartoon "Bingo Cr06b yana ". Not 

to n,ention the News, Quite a- show, 

The n l'et ano ther double - f eat ure 

show: from M. G. M. , Butch Jenkins in a 

delightful film IIMy Brot her Talks to Hoi:ses", 

plus , from Warne r 's, Charles 13oyer in 

"Confidential A gent". In t he same bill 

we had a Fitzpatrick Travel Ta lk in colom;: 

"Looking Around London 11• Evid e ntly, 

Fitzpati-ick and hi s t eam we re on this side 

of the pond for a wh i le , for the followi ng 

week we were playing a Tra veltalk "Over 

t h e Seas to Bel fast". 

T he ma in fea ture rhe following 

we ek came from ?vLG. l\1, and was th e big 

r ech ni color musical "Till the Clouds Roll 

By" starr ing Rob en Wa Lker-and [udy 

Garland, fl was the biography of Je rome 

Kero , Judy Garland appearing as Marilyn 

Mille r . l don 1t !'em ember whether it was 

good , but it was a very long fi,lm I running 

t o 12, 182 ft. A colow:ed ca !Toon wa s 

"Egghead Rid es AgaiD", 

Nex t week, a no th er Mus ica l from 

M , G. M, This time it was Frank Sinatr:1 1 

K."1.th1yn Gray son , a ud Jimmy Dur.t:nce in 

"Tt Ha ppened in 0!'oOklyn " . I think t his 

was the film ut wlt 1ch s;nati-a sang <1 so11g, 

ve1y popula t 1.n its da.v na med 1' 1 Believe " . 

(Anothet · ;ind difie r enl ''J Believe" song 

c.ime out a few y ea.rs laler , I think , w1tlt 

a religious 11-ivom and the Sinatra one is 

fo.rgort en now.) A cc lcme.d cartoon wa s 

" Comv Conc..err o" . . 
To -e.nd the term , yet a nothe r 

doub l e-feature programme. From 

Wame.r 's , &.rbara Sta nwyck in II Jndiscretion 11
1 

plus , from M.G.M ,, SigDe Hasso (what a 

nam e! ) aod f!.dmund Gwenn in '' Dangerous 

PartDers 1
'. A Tom G Jerry coloured c artoon 

was II Solid Serenade ". 

(AN OTHER ARTICLE 

IN THIS SERIES 

NEXT MONTH. ) 
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CHUCKLES (1914 - 1923) by C. Rowe 

This favourite comic of mine started with a three-colour front 
page , a red and bla ck centre spread and back page, and with eight pages 
on 10th January , 1914 . Surprisingl y, having had little time to build up a 
oircu lation before the outbreak of the First World War, it continued 
tmint errup te d till 1st Dec ember , 1923, a total of 517 issues . Tliten it 
was re-named "Jun.gle Jinks" for a further 62 issues . 

Why its l imited success, and then its fade-ou t ? I think it m arried 
two interests and provided two tbemes, catering for the juveni les with its 
comic pi ct ures and for ear ly teenagers with its stories. Witness the 
school stories by Charles Hamilton, and the ser ials which pro vide d 
some three - quarters of the letter - press , the remaining quarter being a 
tale of rather more juvenil e character . 

I reas on that, with the coming of printing in colour, the 
Amalgamated Pres s ,vere trying their hand at a cross between the black 
and white popular comics, Chips and Comic Cuts , and the coloured ones 
of Puck and the more popular Rainbow . That is, a more mature in
filling an.d at a popular price of ~d . 

Maturity showed in the Courtfield School tales of Char le s Ham ilton , 
the Fer re r s Locke tales, and "The War Lord" by Michael Storm. with 
ra ther less interest perhaps in the serials by Harry Revel , i . e. the long 
running "Adventllre Isl~d" , followed by his "Middies of the Dauntless" 
and its sequel "Chums of the Sea " . 

Samways ' "Teddy Baxter 11 tales of Claremont ran from before my 
earliest copy 119 as complete stories until 231 where my sequence 
breaks, and Dicky Royle at Belmins ter followed at least from 267 to 328 
as complete tales, and in a serial from 329 to 369 , whereafter Tom Figg, 
the ventriloquist, entered Belminster and complete tales resumed until 
the final issue. 

In the early issues a more juvenile tale each week told of Captain 
Custard and his nephew Nib. 

By 1915 the price was ld. and Chuckles Colony, a half-page tale 
introducing all the pictured characters was running, the overlords being 
Breezy Ben and Dismal Dutchy , who were portrayed on the front page . 

Loo Lummee, Tommy Traddles , Okay Pokay , Mustard Keen, 
etc . , all played occasional roles. 
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By No . 225 , t he price was l ~d . and on r e achi ng No . 460 it 
became 2d . but the size was in creased to 12 pages . Breezy Ben & Dismal 
Dutc hy hel d the front page til l animal friends, Pongo and his Merry 
P l aymat es took over in No . 286 . 1n 350, Wendy , a schoolgirl , joined 
them and took no1ninal cha r ge, but in 388 Breezy Ben came back and 
continued til l the close. but tbe paper had, £or so1ne time, been going 
more juvenile. 

Th ere app eared an Editor's Pa ge of jokes and tr i cks , and a 
nun1ber of seri al s vVCl' e all aimed a t yo lLnger readers. "'th e Fairy 
Scho ol'' , "Th e C1nen1a Prh 1cess' ' and ot hers seen 1ecl mor e rhe re fo1 the 
s 1x-ye ar old s-

Ch uckl es Schoo l s hi p. a half -page Lale ma se ries , on the Jines of 
Chu ckl es CoT ony , was n101·e rob ust vVhat was al ways pl eas .1J1g ,vas the 
li 1tle square at the mas1hcad, ,vhi ch sh owed the var10L15 characters in 1he 
pa per as Lhe ye ars passed by . And . of cours e, 1he cut -ou t puzzle s and 
n1odels on the ba ck page. inr l uding Greyfr1ars School and St Jhn' 1;; 

AJ1 oge t.her a pleasant e::-.i-)eriment, and certai nly a success 1n 11 a 
Jit ·s t sLx years, and never negligib l e, t he sma ll print ul. t.be final pcriorl 
g1vi ng an 1111rn ense an1ounl of reaciHJ.g' n1atter. i n each issu .c . 
( IIDlTORJAL COMMEl'Jl _ ls lt r.:ert.:un l hrJ.t H .. m 1lton wrolesomet.to,Jes £ 01 <-'.:huckles~ IL ls. 

many year-s since I last saw .1- LOpy of Ch~ ckl es but l ,~-ad ::me or twc: of the Coo.rtfie ld Coun .. i1 

.x.hool tal es and dou btecl whe~her they C.<me from Hamtllon s pen . Dumal Dutc:hy wlt h B1ee.f1' 

Be,11 had some full pag e com ic. adventU1 es in the d osin g :month s of tht- Boys ' Fri end J wr_1r,de , 

whe ther the, were origm.1ls o, •epnnts. ) 

FE RR ER S LOCI<£ by Edward Murc h 

No-une would den y t.:hat the character of F erre-rs Locke was 
directly inspired by Sherlock. IIoh11e s - the ve ry r byt.hms of their nam es 
aI e t he san 1e - btJt ho~.v did Fra nk Richards con1e to call bim F er.rers? 

In m y pa rt oi the country there is a Be.re Ferrers and a Ne\.vton 
Ferrers so I asked tbe local l ibra ry if tbe word had any spe cific meaning. 
A 11 lhey coul d say was tha t the two places wer e once iJ1 tbe Manor oi one 
William de Ferrers , and took part of the ir names fro1n him . 

Perhaps Frank Richards l1ad been down this way , and the names 
had caugh t hi s fanc y ; but l think the chances are that he got the name 
from anoth er source - one connected with Sherl ock Holmes himse lf . In 
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an adventure called "The Priory School' ' Holmes tells us : "I am retained 
in the case of the Fel'rers Documents .. . " Was this then the source of 
the unusual Christian name? 

Interestingly in the same story (significantly one with a school 
setting) Holmes anticipates Bob Cherry by exclaiming : ''Ha l loa~ ball oa ! 
hallQa~" He does it again in the adventure called "The Golden Pince-nez". 

Another obvious connexion with Holmes, of course, is that the 
Head of St. Jim's was Dr. Holmes. I wonder if the two were related? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

News of the CJuhs 
MIDLAND 

Meeting held 28th November, 1978 

Our November meeting was enhanced by members of the recent ly
formed Friars' Club, Bob Acraman, Len Berg and Brian Simmonds . 
Bob Blythe of the Friars' Club sent in an apology. He could not attend 
because of pressure of work. 

In accordance with our usual custom we gave all three guests the 
opportunity of addressing the m.eeting and informing us how they became 
interested in the old papers. 

Our usual feature, Anniversary Number and Collectors' Item 
were on display. The Anniversary Number was Nelson Lee Library 
No. 547 (old series), The Cellar of Secrets, one of the famous Ezra 
Quirke series, dated 28th November, 1925 and 53 years old to the day . 
The Collectors' Item was a volume of Nelson Lee s, Nos. 53 to 65 and 
dated 10th June, 1916 to 3rd September, 1916. Our guests were very 
interested in this feature. 

Bob Acraman had in his possession the original handwritten 
diaries of Herbert Leckenby. 

He asked for permission to read a specimen of Herbert's school
boy memories. This was very amusing reading as it dealt with a curious 
schoolmaster named "Sam". Nobody seemed to know his other name, 
but he seems to have reduced work dodging and laziness to a fine art. 
He occupied most of bis time in the classroom spotting winners which 
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came in last, from the sports page of his newspaper while the boys did 
very much as they pleased. He confiscated Herbert's copy of "The 
Marvel" and refused to return it to Herbert when asked. tl erbert found 
him absoi:bed in it himself. 

W e entertained our visit or s quite royally with refresh!nents, hot 
coffee or tea and luscious mince pies bak ed by one oi our lady members , 
Christine Brettell. 

A film sho\ving Fleetway House the hom e of t he lVIagnet and Gem , 
was provided by Bob Acraman. 

Our nex-t mee ti ng will be on 30th January , 197 9. 

JACK BELLFIELD - Corre s pondent. 

CA11BRIDGE 

Th e Club met on Sunday, 3rd December , at 20 \X/ingate Way, the 
home of Vic Hearn . We were pleased to welco n1e Ma ry Cadogan as guest 
speaker . Among notices the Sec reta ry said that an article " Childhood 
heroes'' by Mary ahd Patricia Craig , had appeared in a recent issue of 
T. V . 'rimes and passed this round . 

lYlary fascinated the mem ber s with a talk on "some neglec ted 
au thors" . She recalled a letter fron1 L. E. Ransome she had rec eive d 
in 1972 in \.vhich in t hanking her for a letter she bad written to him , 
Ranso1ne said that looking back on the forty milli 0n words he had ,vritten 
of juvenile stories he had wondered whether his work had reall y been 
worth whil e, or had he just drifted through Life . Flis closing sentence 
was "You have mad e a dull day bright for me " . She recal led Geoffrey 
Wild e's r emark, when writing of Br ooks, that it is our los s that we are 
so blinded by the geniu s of Charles Hanlilton , to the exclus ion of other 
wr iters , that we fail to give them t he full credit the y deserve. 

Mary reca ll ed severa l lesser-kno"'in writer s who had written 
gir l s' stories under pseudonyms , as ,vell as boys' stories . In answe.r to 
questions she thought men wrote better adventur e stories for girls than 
1nany women, since the women were inhibited by a "motherly" and more 
decorous att itud e . In an intensely interesting and informati ve talk, 
enlivened by many quotations, Mary reca ll ed among other write r s Lewis 
Carleton, who had written as Louise Carleton and Elsie Trevor for The 
Schoolgirl s' Week ly, including a number of ch.·cus stor ie s . Another 
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"forgo t~en writer ' ' was J . W. Bobin , also a Sexton Blake author , wbo had 
wrrfte n mys tery stori es for girls , inc l uding gi1:l detectives , includin g 
"Syl i ia Sile nce " , and final ly Val e ri e Dre w in Schoolgirls' Weekly wi th 
he1 aJsatir>n dog "Flash" , a ,vonderf uJ amma l -'rho could rescue his 
nui:,i,ress fro m man y a ti ght corner, and finall y so lved se veral mysteries 
by him"elt ! Mary recalled "'f he Secret SiX" and other ~choolgirl sec r et 

• ;:,Ocier.Ji=-s, who al~vays .:;eem ed 10 IDPl"t: clot hed in cloaks and hoods in 
ua mp , ,3r..Jr1e c ha n1be1: s '\\-he re t bPy ca c r1ed vu1 battles aga inst bull ing 

• 

p, el~ <"l6 a11d unpl a ~aru Head ~l istresse"' J ohn W. Whe\vay was a sup er b 
v.111er ten g1r l 3; his gic 1a ' .3to11e.s were p robabl y berier Lhan ln s boys ' 
~rorie.s He 1.0,)k «"l"Ver as 11IIi1da Richards" 1n r.he 19JO's (Wheway was 
a gr~a1 adm 1re i: vf J N Pe111 elow whvm he des en bed as a "g uod blo ke'' ) 
Mary ivas war mJ v app lauded ful he1 r:alk An.e1 enJoying M.rs . Hea rn 1s 
1J11dly 1.ea Vic ran one o.t hl .s PvPUJ.a1 recor d quiz~es on the 19301s . A 

m.:,~. nustalgi ite m iha.1, .,et hands beating r.ime while puzzle d fr uwns 
appr.:ared OlJ faces a '3 me mbers srrove ro r ecall ban ds and singers . 
Edward Witt en proved winn er The m eei in g close d mt h a war:m vore of 
thanks to Vic and Mrs . Hearn and t.he exc hange 01 Chrlst. ma i::i gr eeting s. 

LOl\TDON 

A Jolly Chr i stm as meeting ar I he Ea.ling home of Bill and The lma 
Br adf or d E ric Lawre nce, in rhe chai r, wel comed Don Webste r the 
De\l'on Exile , Howar d Vegl10 a ne vv m emb er and ann oun ced t he good news 
t hat Norma n and Sandra Wri ght had beco m e the pro ud pa r ents of Sus an 
Eliz ab et h 

Horace Owen ~ our Blakianian 1 brought al ong his volume of Every 
Boys' Annual , ci rca 1885 wln ch cont ain s the sto 1y 11Th e White Chi ef of 
th e Umzimvuba I<affir s " Thu s s olvin g Bill Loft s C . D . query • 

Good prog re ss was rep ort ed by the fou r librarians and now in the 
misc ellan y se ct1on1 t here is a copy ot t he fac s imile number one of the 
School F r iend for lo an . 

Hum oro us cha pt ers from the Magnet series "The Kidnap ping of 
Coker" were r ead by Roger Jenki n s . 

Ma r y Cadoga n 1 s reading and subseque nt quiz was Jointly won by 
Don Webster and Bob Blyt he . 

Bob BLytbe's Musical Quiz was won Joi ntly by Br ian Doyle and 

• 
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Larry Morley and with new member, Howard Veglio getting the anagram 
correct, this being "God Rest You Merry Gentle Persons". 

Bill Bra dford's Familiar Characters Quiz was won by Eric 
Lawrence. Bill had kindly provided pri zes as did other members. 

Don Webster 's Repe t ition discourse ,vas good and a discussion 
followed on this subject that crops up in most of the old boys ' books . A 
very fine seasonable spread was available and the hosts , Bill and Theln1a 
Bradford were accorded a hearty vote of thanks . 

Next meeting at th e Townswome n' s GUild , 342 Hoe Street, 
Waltha mstow, London, E. 17 , &1nday, 14th January, 1979. 

BEN WHITER 

NORTHERN 

Chri stmas Party held 9th Dec en1ber . 1978 

Twenty members , fr i ends and guests assem bled for th is convivial 
annual eve nt and all enjo yed a full programme o.f fun and game s . 

Round th e wall s ,vere puzzl e picture s to tea se us : the y ·we r e 
provided by Jack Allison , but se em to hav e been devised by Monty 
Lowther~ Pictur e : a mau in High1and uniform . .ruzz le : spot tbe race 
meeting. Ansvrer : Ascot (a Scot - get it ?) . 

Nigel Shepl ey offe red a puzzle in so und - th e sound s of voic es 
from yesteryear . Politi cians , comedians (the intentional kind) , band 
leaders , film stars and our ver::l own Charles Hanlilton formed a nos talgi c 
procession. 

The food and drink were th ere in abundance , of course , and for 
th e main ent ertainn1c nt of the evening we had a Bunter Drive - with a few 
mischievous am endn1ents to th e sco rin g in som e rounds, just to keep the 
issue uncertain till th e last mome nt. 

A quiz organised as a team race was a novel and popular item , 
and anotber card puzzle and balloon football ensured a party i.n which 
time really seemed to fly . .Before we knew it the tim e for farewells and 
"Me rry Christmas" was upon us . It was all over too quickly; and now 
we look forward to our next get-together at the first meeting of yet 
another New Year. 

Don't miss the dat e: Saturday. 13th January, 1979. 
JOHNNY BULL 
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FOR SALE - in mint condition - Thompson's Firsts (Rover, Wizard, etc , ) and Tiger Tims 
comics (Baker repri nts); £10 post free for the two, 

E. A. HUBBARD, 25 PLOWRIGHT MOUNT, SHEFFIELD, S14 lLP, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • • * * * * * * * * * * ' • * * * 
WANTED to complete Magnets 10, 134,136,162,167, 169,181,200, 215 1 217, your price paid 

or ~c nange . lnterested in Xerox copies of above and Magnet cov ets 2 1, 28, 29, 39
1
40 , 49, 52, 

60 1 61 , 62 , 63,64 , 65,69 ,71,239 1 158 , Also want Baker Vol, 18, 

MURTAGH , WINDSOR A VE, , HASTINGS , NEW ZFAIAND~ 

* * * * * * * * * * ~ ~ * * ~ * * * + ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * 
'vV ANTED : Back issues of C, D. with any articles abo ut P. G, Wodehouse , Please writ,e to : 

D. MORGAN , 22 HAYES RD., BROMLEY, KENT, BR2 9AA, 

~ * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: (or Exchange for Magnets): Boys' 1'-1agazine 1937 /8; Schoolboys ' Own Libraries; 
Nelson Lees 1929 . Son1e bound co ples , Motor Car Albums , Player 's N~vy Cut car ds , Smilax , 

De Resike, Sherman , Famous teams, Picture Post 1939 to 1942, Modern Boy 1934. All in 
pe rfect condi ti on. 

W. WATSON , OLYMPUS, SAl'H)FORP MILL RD ., CHELMSFORD , ESSEX. 

• * * * * * * * * * * • * • * * * * • * * • • • * * * * * • * * * * * 

The Postman Ca I led (:rnteresting items from the 
Editor's 1 etter-bag) 

CHARLES CHURCHILL (Exeter): The picture on the cover of the Nov . 
C .D . brought back memories to me as I remember reading it as a boy. 
l think some crooks invented something to pat in the heels of footba ll 
boots which enabled the \vearer to outpace everyone else and so score all 
the goals l ~ Blake and Tinker eventually put these gadgets in their own 
boots and played for England against the Crimson Ramblers, the crooked 
team, and the shock of this put the Ramblers to flight. What a plot~ How
ever it did not seem so silly at the time . 

JIM COO!<. (Auckland) : Apropos Maurice Hall's article in the Nov . 
C . D . on the gap in publication of the Magnet during the General Strike in 
1926, the Nelson Dee Library got over the difficulty by Gating No . 5 (New 
Series) as "May 29th and June 5th ., 1926''. The story deals with Empire 
Day Sports and Hand.forth ' s mania to buy British goods only . While this 
tale might go down we ll today for pure ly nostalgic reasons yet it can 
reflect with viv id awareness the old British Empire . 

CUFF SMITH (ST. Anne's) : My, how the time flies~ tt amazes me 
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that the good old Digest is still going strong after thirty odd years. You 

deserve a meda l . 
GEORGE BEAL (London): In your December issue, Mr. S. Gordon Swan again raises the 
iubject of Jules Verne . There was indeed a sequel to 'Clipper of the Clouds' (Robur le 
Conctuennt), although this did not appear until 18 yean a ft er the first, in 1904, the year 
befOff the author's death. This was 'l'viaster of the World' (Maitre du Monde) , in which the 
cbaracter Robur also appears. FrQm being something of a hero in the first book, he becomes 
a quasi-villain in the sequel. . lt is indeed Robur's plan to dominate the world with his flying 

sub~arine / road vehicle. 
The film 'Master of the Wo rld' , produced in 1961, was a travesty of the two books, 

but with much additional matter owing nothing to Vern e a t all. Film s in general have not 
done just ice to the French author, the producers always finding it necessary to dr eam up 

additional story ma t erial. 
Books of Jules Verne which have been filmed includ e 'Mi chael Strogoff' (severaJ 

versions, the fi rst in 1914), ' Five We eks in a Ballo on' , 'Twe nty Thousand Leagues Under the 
Sea 1

1 
•Around th e Wo rld in Eighty Days'; 'From Earth to th e Moon', 'A Jo urney to th e Centre 

of the Farth 1 , •Master of the World', ' The Children of Captain Grant' (l n Search of th e 
Castaways), 'Rocket to the Moon', 'T .he Mysterious Island', and 'Mathias Sandorf'. The.re 

have, of course, been some TV versions. 
It was during the year of p1,1blication of 'Cli pper of the Clouds', 1886 1 that Jul es V erne 

was attacked and shot by his own nephew, wielding a revolver. Th e poor young man was 
mentally deranged, and Ve rne himself was crippled by the incident. 

FRED WESTWOOD (Oldham): When I was a boy during th e 'thirties I had a book of boys' 
stories including a :motor racing story by Gunb y Hadath. This was unusual in that he wrote 
mostly school stories. I realise that it is unlikely that you have a capy of t his book, but if you 
do know of it and ca n give me particulars, i . e.. titl e, year and co ver picture, I would be 

grateful. 
JACK BERRY (Southport ): May l take this opport unity of than.king everyo n e concerned with 
the production of our fa vourite mag azi ne for giving m e so many hap py hours of .nostalgic 
memories. I look forward to the C . D. eagetly eac h month a od it never lets m e down~ 

R. GODSA VE (Leytonstone ) : Many t hanks fo r the C. D. and Annual which arrive d to gether. 

It seems to be almost a miracle that these two excellen t Journals of lhe Club sh ould b e able 

t0 span th e years and yet retain a freshness and delight to a.11 who rea d th em. 

Can anyone offer amy 'Victor Gunn stories? Paper or hardbacks. Details to: -

C. H. CHURCHrLL 

43 RETREAT R0AD
1 

TOPSHAM, EXETER. 

* * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL READERS 

Edited by Eric Fayne, £xcehior House, 1 13 Crookham Rd., Crookham, Nr . Aldershot ., Hants . 
Lithe duplicating by Yori< Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, York. 
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